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     We began the first couple weeks of December with a very busy 
agenda for Distance Learning events.  Due to the ice storm and the 
closure of schools, a few Distance Learning programs and a couple of 
multi conference connections that were scheduled were cancelled and 
will be rescheduled for sometime next month.  

 
Video Conference test calls: 
We completed 7 test calls during the first week of December. Many test calls for 
programs scheduled for January will be rescheduled for sometime in January. 
 
Collaborations: 
Sandown North: 

 Cathy Daenz kindergarten class and Kim Busiek’s first grade class connected for the 
first time this year with a first grade class at the 
Kamehameha School in Hawaii. The goal for the 
video conference collaboration is to help the 
students develop an understanding of the 
differences and similarities between children in 
two different geographic locations and cultures. 

 
Programs provided by Content Providers: 
Pollard:  

 Students from Karen Sullivan’s and Jennifer Johnston’s enrichment class connected 
with the Amon Carter Museum located in Fort Worth Texas for a program titled, 
“The Snow Show.” 

Sandown Central: 
 Carol Mortenson’s and Jan Gilman’s fourth grade classes connected with the 

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium located in Powell Ohio for a program titled, “Circle of 
Life”. 

Sandown North: 
 Faith Emerson’s second grade class connected with the Fort Worth Museum of 

Science and History located in Fort Worth Texas for a program titled, “Icy Science”. 
      Christina Hubley-“Ms. Emerson received a box from the museum and prepared 

bowls of ice prior to the program. During the connection students made observations 
about the ice before and after the various parts of the experiment.” 

  
TRMS: 

 One of Mary Kate Hartwell’s 6th grade science class connected with the Life Science 
Education Center located in Indianapolis, IN. for a program titled, “DNA Behind the 
Story”. 

Danville: 
 Donna Richard’s, Meghan Pearson’s and Jennifer Robinson’s fourth grade classes 

connected with the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum located in Ann Arbor Michigan 
for a program titled, “Owls from the Inside Out”. 

 



 
 
Other Video conference opportunities that were completed: 

 Family Night Event: On December 10th, we held our first family night at the 
Sandown Central School. Parents and students enjoyed the evening with a connection 
to the Baseball Hall of Fame Museum located in Coopertown NY for a program 
titled, “A Journey to Famous Baseball Stadiums.” 

 
 Administration and Staff attend workshop via a video conference connection: A 

small group of TRSD staff members and a small group of Hampstead School District 
staff members came together to attend a workshop titled, “The Key Vocabulary 
Routine” hosted by the NHREADS (New Hampshire Reading Excellence Across 
Disciplines) via a video conference session to SERESC located in Bedford NH. This 
was a two day workshop hosted by SERESC. The Key Vocabulary Routine workshop 
presented by Becky DeSmith is a content vocabulary program for grades 4-12. The 
Key Vocabulary Routine emphasizes growth of vocabulary through wide reading, 
multiple exposures to words and linking new words to background knowledge.  

 
Workshops: 

 Christa and I presented a Distance Learning workshop at the Christa McAuliffe 
conference on December 3 in Nashua. 

 
Video Conference Sessions that were cancelled and will be rescheduled: 

 Administrator- Kelli Killen had scheduled an MCU (Multi Conference Unit) 
connection which included a connection to all five elementary schools for a 
workshop for Elementary staff during the Early Release Day. 

 Elementary Enrichment Staff: This was going to be the first Department Head 
meeting to be held via a video conference session. The Enrichment staff planned 
to conduct their monthly meeting via the MCU connection. We are looking forward 
to rescheduling this event. 

 We had a few video conference programs scheduled for classes at the Pollard School, 
Sandown North School and TRMS that needed to be cancelled, however we will be 
rescheduling them for next month. 

 
We would like to take this time to thank technology staff for assisting us with test calls 
and coverage for scheduled programs that take place each month. We also want to thank 
staff for being flexible in changing class times to accommodate the use of the Distance 
Learning labs. 

            �����������	
����
���	
��
��
�������
	������������	
����
���	
��
��
�������
	������������	
����
���	
��
��
�������
	������������	
����
���	
��
��
�������
	�� ���


