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is so very true. Together we can accomplish
great things. We all have an effect on our most
District Information prized resources, our children. Thank you for
entrusting your children to our care.

Dr. Metzler would like to announce that in addition

to the current process for school delay and Danville Staff are proud to give back to our
cancellation notification, he will use Twitter to community. Since the start of this school year
tweet out notification messages. Please note that we have held jeans days and made monetary
the Twitter notification will be the first line of donations to the following organizations and
communication for such announcements. The fundraisers:

traditional means of notification will follow; but

tweeting will provide the earliest notice. v American Cancer Society
v Dollars for Scholars at Salem High School
Dr. Metzler's Twitter handle is: v MSPCA
Supt. Metzler@SuptSAUS55 v StAnne’s Food Pantry
v Jimmy Fund
v Local Benefits & Fundraisers
Report Cards will be going home in Danville
Delivery December 2. Please take time to talk
with your child about his/her learning. Mention
the child’s strengths you notice and were shared
with you at Parent Teacher Conferences, and
8N choose an area you would like to see him/her
Principal’s Pen improve in. Feedback should be user friendly
Dear Danville Families, (age appropriate), personalized, specific, and
ongoing. Our students work hard at school. We
During this season of giving thanks and thinking want their efforts recognized and supported.
of others, we want you to know just how much
we appreciate your support year round. The Education has become data driven over the past

adage “It takes a village...” is a tired saying but few years. Technology has made it easier to



http://www.danvilleschool.com/

gather data to use when informing instruction.
An important thing to know is data is only useful
in education when you have a variety of data
types and several data points. Students at
Danville School are assessed using STAR
Assessments at least three times a year. For
those students whom teachers are concerned
with  their progress, progress-monitoring
sessions are scheduled in between benchmark
assessments. In addition, teachers gather data
through formative assessments in class, and
through observations and student participation.
Each student’s ability to navigate the test and
use good testing practices is important to
attaining accurate results. Kindly remind your
children to try their best when being formally
assessed, as the results do matter. The next
benchmark assessments will be taken in
January.

Teacher  discussions at weekly PLC
(Professional Learning Community) and Target
meetings serve as an additional checkpoint
along the way to be sure we are serving our
children in the best possible way. Staff reviews
all data looking for trends, successes, and areas
of growth for our school. It is always our goal to
support and maximize student learning.

As we prepare for the holiday season we will be
keeping routines and schedules the same as
much as possible. Routines are important to
keep helping children feel secure in their
environment. We do like to have fun but try to
leave most of that up to you!

Wishing you a happy holiday season. Enjoy
your time with family and friends,

Nancy T. Barcelos, M.Ed.

Assistant Principal News

A Family Guide To Your Child's Smarter
Balanced Assessment Results

This past spring, your child took new statewide
assessments in math and English
language arts called Smarter :ﬁ%r
Balanced. They were designed to H;*_%:jé

match the new, more rigorous iiﬁ.
state standards that focus on the

critical thinking, problem solving and reasoning
skills students need in today's world.

As teachers and students work on mastering
these more complex skills, educators expect that
in this first year, scores may appear different
than on the previous state test for many
students. Although these new assessments cannot
be compared to the old state tests, this year's
score provides an accurate picture of a student’s
academic achievement level. These assessments
are only one of several measures including
classroom assighments, grades, and conversations
with teachers that should be used to better
understand if your child is on track to succeed in
the next grade.

What should I take away from the assessment
results?
¢ The Smarter Balanced Assessment helps
you understand your child's academic
progress and achievement. In addition to
giving you an overall score in math and
English, it also breaks down each subject
info categories to provide you with a
better understanding of how your child
performed in different areas of math and
English.



What does my child's assessment score mean?

The Smarter Balanced assessment
measures how well your child s
performing against the new learning
standards that guide instruction in
English and math. Your child received an
overall score, which is reported in one of
four levels, with one being the lowest.
Students who score in Level 3 or above
have met the standard of the grade level
in that subject. If your child scored at
Level 2, he or she may need additional
support or practice. Students scoring at
Level 1 will need substantial support fo
fully comprehend the skills and concepts
in that subject this school year.

Why does my child’s score look different than
scores on previous assessments?

This first year's assessment scores set a
new baseline from which progress will be
measured. Your child's score, as well as
the school and district results, may look
lower this year because the assessment
measured more complex skills including
critical thinking, problem solving and
analyzing. A low score does not mean your
child did not improve or learned less. It
simply means that the expectations have
been raised for students. These scores
cannot be compared to previous tfest
scores since they are focusing on
different skills.

What resources are available to help my child?

Skill Builder: Contains helpful resources
for you to support your child in Math and
English at home.
http://bealearninghero.org/skill-builder
PTA: See an overview of the learning
goals and suggested activities for your
child in every grade and state by state
assessment guides.

http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cf
m?ItemNumber=3816

How will my child’'s score be used?

Scores will be used, with other measures,
to better tailor instruction to individual
student needs and to determine how well
a school, district and the state is doing
against the higher standards and helping
students learn.

What if my child did well on his or her report

card

last year,

but not as well on the

assessment?

Smarter Balanced is only one of several
measures that are used to determine your
child's academic performance. Report
card grades include multiple sources of
information, including participation, work
habits, group projects and homework, all
of which are important in determining a
child's academic achievement. These
sources are not reflected on the
assessment, so there may be some
differences. To further explore your
child's academic achievement, talk with
his or her teacher.

What types of questions were asked?

To see a walk-through of a practice test,
visit http://nh.portal.airast.org/training-
tests/.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment
includes performance tasks, which are
multi-step assignments that ask students
to apply their knowledge and skills to
address real-world problems. In English,
students have to apply their research and
writing skills, and in math, they will solve
a complex problem and then describe and
defend their reasoning. The assessment
also included traditional multiple choice
questions, as well as interactive questions
that required students to drag and drop
their answers info a box, create
equations, and fill in the answer.
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How can I use these assessment results to help
my child improve?

e Your child's performance is broken down
into categories in each subject. You can
use this information to locate activities
online that were designed specifically for
each category at every grade level. You
can also use the results to guide a
discussion with your child's teacher(s)
about additional supports or challenges
that may be needed in class, as well as
other ways to support your child at home.

Remembering Playground Safety: ¢7a&

Winter weather is right around
the corner. The children continue
to play outside at recess during
the winter months. It is important to all staff
that Danville students continue to have fun during
the winter months. Here are a few reminders to
talk with your child about at home. The safety of
your children on the playground is most important.
Ice buildup causes slippery conditions on some of
the playground structures, and throwing and
pushing snow can result in unintentional injuries.
We will be reminding the children of ways to stay
safe and still have fun in the snow.

Dressing for Winter Fun: We do take the
children out for recess unless there is a
dangerously low wind-chill. Please make sure your
child dresses appropriately with coat, hat, gloves
or mittens, snow pants and boots. Unfortunately,
if children come unprepared, we are unable fo let
them go outside.

Have a safe and healthy holiday season!

Arrival Reminders:

Attendance-It is important to realize that
consistent attendance will greatly improve the
chances your child has of being successful in an
academic environment. However, we are aware
that from time to time it will be necessary to keep
your child home from school. Should the need
occur, please take time to call the school to let us
know that your student will be late or absent.

Morning Arrivals- Please remember that students
can be dropped off at the school at 8:20 am.
Students that arrive past 8:30 am are considered
tardy.
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Counselor’s Corner
Hello Danville School!

Can you believe it’s already December! Wow!
For the past few months, | have been very busy
visiting your child’s classroom as well as getting
to know them through individual, group and
activities. Once again, your children have been
fabulous and | am really enjoying my time with
them.

Part of my goal of being a school counselor, is
help your children be as successful as possible
at school. Success in school is not just about
reading and math. Part of being a successful
student is to be able to manage strong emotions.
| continue to use the Second Step program to



help teach this skill and your children really
seem to enjoy it!

My goal for your children, is to develop their
ability to manage their own strong feelings
before feelings escalate and result in negative
consequences. To achieve this goal, student
will learn how to:

- Recognize how strong feelings affect their

brains and bodies
- Calm down, using Calming Down Steps
- Manage strong feelings

Teaching students to recognize strong feelings
and use Calm-Down Steps to stay in control
increases coping skills and reduces aggression
and other problem behaviors.

If you have any questions about the Second Step
program, please don’t hesitate to contact me for
more information. Thank you for supporting
your child in learning the skills that lead to
success in school and in life.

Mrs. Salemi
School Counselor

Practice Second Step Skills at Home: How to
Calm Down

Stop — use your signal

Name your Feeling

Calm Down — Breathe, Count, Use Positive Self-
Talk

The first thing you need to do when you feel yourself
losing control of your feelings, is to tell your mind
and body to stop. What’s a signal you can say to
yourself to stop yourself from reacting without
thinking?

J

Music Note

Mrs. Cook

Mark your calendars!
January 19" 7pm  Winter Concert (Band, Strings,
and Chorus)
March 16"  7pm  Chorus Concert
March 28" and 29" Rehearsal & Concert for all
5th grade Band students.
April 13th 7pm Concert for all 4t grade Band
students

All events take place at the PAC (Timberlane
Performing Arts Center). More information will be
sent home as the dates approach.

READ ALOUD
with Mrs. Dube

November seemed to fly
, byl We spent the entire
month focusing on being thankful. We began the
month in every class learning about the veterans
who keep our country safe and why we should be
grateful for their service. Later in the month we
began fto focus on our families, our homes, our
friends, our education and the lives we are
thankful for each and every day. Our children and
our families have a lot to be thankful for. If we
focus on what we have, we will feel rich. If we
focus on what we don't have, we will forever feel
ungrateful.
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Physical Education

Hello Everyone!

December showed up quickly this
year! Time flies when you are having fun! We
have just finished up with our Cooperative
Games Unit and will be starting Volleyball this
week! Most classes will be earning an “Open
Gym” session right before our holiday break as
well.  With the weather changing and snow
soon to fly, please make sure that your son or
daughter brings sneakers to change into for P.E.
class. This will keep our nice wooden floor in
good shape as the winter moves along. As
always, if you have any comments or questions,
feel free to email me and I will get back to you
as soon as | can! | hope this note finds you
happy and active!

-Patrick Ard
Danville P.E.
Patrick. Ard@timberlane.net
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A Note from the Nurse:

Dear families,

It is important to keep our families and homes
safe during the holiday season. Please take a
moment to read over this information, visit the
links, and discuss age appropriate information
with your family. Included you will find
valuable information on:

% Kitchen safety during the holidays

% Turkey fryer safety

% Candle safety tips

% Fire and life safety reminders for the holiday
season

% Christmas trees:  festive,  fun, and
FLAMMABLE

May this information assist everyone in having
a safer holiday season!

Be safe,
Sue Goodman, RN
Health Office
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SAFETY EDUCATOR

2015 HOLIDAY EDITION

Tiz the season to count our blessings, create lists and check things of f. As we go
..-0/ about the busy and cccesionally hectic holiday zeczon, take a moment to ensure that

| your family, friends and visitors are kept fire and life safe |
: ,M “WMay you and yours have the safest and most memorable Holiday Seaszon
1 this year?™

D KITCHEN SAFETY DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Kiichen Safety: Check!

kitchen Is the heart of the home, especially during the hollday season. Did you know that cooking

es are the number one cause of home fres and Injuries? Follow a few safefy fips o prevent these fires.

Ee on cler! If you cre Zeepy or have conzumead alcohol don't uze the sfove or sfovelop.

Stay n the dichen when you cre frying, grilling, boling or broiing dinner.

v If you are Zmmernng, baidng or roasting food, check it regulary. Stay in the
kichen whie food iz cooldng.

¥ K=ap anything that can cotch fire~ oven mitts, wooden utensis, food packoging,
towek, curtairs, ond/or clofhing~ oway from the siovetop.

IF YOU HAVE A COCKING FIRE

*Keep a id nearby when you're cooking to smother small greaze fires. Smother the
fire by iding the lid over the pon and fumn off the stovetop. Leave the pan
covered until i & complefely cooled.

=For an oven fire fun off the heat ond keep the door clozed.

I¥ YOU HAVE ANY DOUST ABOUT RGHTING A SMALL MRE.

= Juzt get out! When you lecve, cloze the door behind you to help condain the fire.

=Call 9-1-1 from outzice the home.

CLUCK for a quick video on cooking safety

Inside this issue:
The NH State Fire Marshal's Ofice strongly discourages the use of |carowzasTy 1
outdoor gas-fueled turkey fryers that cook the turkey In hot oll. The
we of tukey fryers can lead fo devastafing burrs as weld as
property damaoge. Tcke a moment fo veit the fnks below to leam
acbout the dangers, cooldng alternciives and safety fips.

HOME RO THE 1
WOLDAYZ

WINTSS HOUDAY b )
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bl C ANDLE SAFETY TIPS
a Blow out il candles whean you legve the room or go to bed. Aveid the uze of FACTS
candlez in the badroom and other arecs: where pecple may fol cdeep. '90' B
s Keep candles ot least 12 inches oway from anything. « repembed e o
a Uze condle holder: that are sturdy, ond won't fip over easly. %‘:\m wirl/
s Put candle holder: on a shurdy, unduttered surface. ) Posdy twedivn of
s light candez carefuy. Keep your hair and any looze clothing away from :’:m“""
fhe fiome. (T) Wowrw thar el of o sane

a Don't burn o candle al the way down — put # out before it gets foo cloze to O::;«m#z:c
the holder or container. i
u Never uze o candle if oxygen is uzaed in the home. :'.....,......
s Hove flashights ond boflery-powered ighting recdy fo we

during c power owdage. Never e candles.

Thirk sbout uaing Semele: candes it yoor homa. They ook and amed like resl candies |

.. FIRE and LIFE SAFETY REMINDERS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Sioying home and hosting Irends and lomidy Ihis hollday season? Be swve lo fake a
moment 1o dewble check, or crecte, your hame emergency preparedness pian and
SHARE with vishors., Be sure 10 click on the green Inks o lecrm morel
[ IESI SMOKE DETECTORS, It you dian’t change the batteries on Now
152, sake a moment 1o JO 30 Now.
(O CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS are propery plocad and woriking

according 1o manutocurer’s drecsors.

Dwm & made, hanging n a central iccason and
procticed wih familly mambans and visiton, especialy those spending e night,

O outdoor MEETING PLACE & essabishod and undersiood by al.

DShouidonaamwuwo. GET OUT and STAY OUT. Close al doors bahing you. Do not resum for any reason.

[ REVIEW use c# $-1-1 shoukd an emangency arkse and halp ba noaded.

Drvmﬂnglo-m:homys?NomomWoyouaoswmm 50 take @ momant and review escope plans

ond safely measwes for that typa of homa /occupancy. Keep your Family SAFE ik hollagy season.

o the

~%
™

Carbon moncudde Is known a3 an “invisibie tller” bacaowse It B o colodass, odorass,
poisonous Qas. It & coused from foulty SenacesMeating cppliances, cors left running in
QX OZes o Msploced porfable gonerators. Katelyn reminds us is mont that we can't
smal of 500 Ccarbon Manaxdde, that ® can kil us and that the sympioms can send us 1o
the emargency room. BE SAFE this holday secson with Katelyn's mportant
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Winler holidays are a fime lor families ond iends 1o gel

fogemer, but that also means o grealer risk for fire.

[70l 00014 Following a lew simple lips will ensure o happy and

V" fhe-sale heliday season.

HOUDAY DECORATING

» Bo caraful with holaay decorafons. Choose
docorations that are flame resistant or Same refardant.

» Koop Bt condies away fom decorations and other Tings that can
bum

» Some ights are only for Indodr of outdodr use, but not o

» Fopiace any s¥ing of Ights with worm of broken cords o locse buid
connections. Read manulachurer's iInstruciions for numbar of ight
srands that con be connected fogather.

» Lze clips, not nalls, to hang Ights 20 the conds do not get damagoed.

» Koop decoraticns away fom windows and doors.

EQURAY ENIERIAINING
» Tast your smoke clarme and tell guesss abolt your home e escope plon.
» Loop chidren and pets away from It candlas.
» Koop masches and lighsars up high In a iocked cabinet.

» Stay in the idichen when cocking on he stovetop.

» Azk smokers to smoke cutiide. Remind smokers 50 keop Thalr smoking materials with Mam so

young chicran do not souch them.
» Provide large, deap ashirays for smokers. Wat cigorette bum:s with water Dafore

dicarding.
CHRISTMAS TREES: Festive, Fun... and FLAMMABLE
TREE Sateey: Oheckd

As you deck the hals ihis holiday season, be fre smart. A small fre that spreods fo o

Chistmas free can grow large very quicidy. Follow these recommended salely lips

Acking the Tree

8 Chodse @ Treo with frash, grean neadies 1ot do not fall off when fouched.

FAacing he Tree

» Bofore piacing the tea in e stand, cut 27 from Me base of Me Tunic.

s Maka e he Yoo s of least heee feel away hom any heat sowrce, ko froplaces,
radiators, condias, haat vents or ights.

& Maie sure the free & not biccking an axdt.

® ACa water %0 the tree stand aaly.

Ugnhling the Tree

» Use ights that have e iabel of a recognized festing laborasary. Some ights are only *of Indoor or outdoor we.

s RFepioce any sting of Ights with worn or broken cords of ioose bub connections. Read manufactrer's instructio
for numiber of ight strands o connect.

s Nover uze It candies o dacorate the tee.

8 Always tumn off ChrsSmnas ree iights bafore leaving homa of Qoing 1o bed.

' Prevent Holiday Tree
TREE Saflety Ti
- QEES = QR

DECEMBER- CANDLE esnd HOLIDAY SAFETY
by: Sophia Moore, Elm Street School

* Slow out candie: when you leave the rocom of go 1o bed.

* Water your Chvstmas Treo. Ory Tees pose o fre rkk.

* Don't bum weopping paper recycie It.

* Don't use oo much Chyistmas ighss. It could start o fre.

Thank you Sophia for your Imporiant mesiages. May cittens froughout he state be kopt
safor this holday socson with your reminders!




The New Hampshire State
Fire Marshal's Office

J- William Degnan
N Sote Firs Marzhal
N S T TR
Mary MacCaffrie
Publc Education Adminatator
Sheryl Nielsen
Public Edicaticn Scecialat

Department of Safety
33 Hazen Deive
Cencord, NH 03305
Phone (60302234285
Arson Hotline:
1-800-400.3526

O
Safety Educator

A message from Fire Marshal Degnan:

‘Tis the seczon for gatherings, graffude aond gelf-togetherz. As the hdiday
seczon opprooches, | want o foke thiz opporurity fo remind cifoers
throughout the Stote of New Hampzhire fo toke @ moment fo crecte o sofer
community and home envionmeri. Duwing the 2015 yeor we have
expenenced on increase in preventable carbon monosicde deaths as well as
fr= incidends. By foling o moment fo ensure that your zafety izt & properdy
checked, ond double checked, many of theze zfuation: con be avoided.
This interactive newsletter cordairz not onfy valuable information on how to
do thiz, but excelent video links fo erhance your uncerstanding on the
topics provided. Should you have any questions or concermrs please do not
hestcte to contoct your local fre department or the Sigte Fre Marshal's
Office. We wizh you and yours a safe and memorable holday season!
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Child Friendly & Parent Approved Websites

While we encourcge students to disconnect and enjoy scfe outdoor play, when it comes to
mwﬁmﬂymofmmwfmfﬂadﬁesafﬂymbshuhztdid(m

rsasrerm

Find Uz on the Wab:

Any geestiora of cormments rege-ding this newsletinr pleee foel froe to contact:
Sheryl Nicizen,
~ 3 -
1 603-223-4239
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